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Beastly
By Alex Flinn

Beastly
Tr 978-0-06-087416-2 • $16.99 ($21.50)
Lb 978-0-06-087417-9 • $17.89 ($22.89)

Ever wonder what it was like for the Beast?  
Find out in this contemporary retelling.

 

NEW

Novels by Alex Flinn

Breathing Underwater 
Tr 978-0-06-029198-3 • $17.99 ($19.99) 
Pb 978-0-06-447257-9 • $7.99 ($9.99)

A hard-hitting, gut-wrenching first person  
narrative about a teenage boy who physically  
and emotionally abuses his girlfriend, and his  
struggle to break the cycle of abuse.
 
 “�An outstanding first novel. An important book.” —KLIATT

• �ALA Best Book for Young Adults

• �ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 

• �ALA Top 10 Best Book for Young Adults 

• �IRA/CBC Young Adults’ Choice 

• �New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age

• �Texas Library Association Tayshas High School Reading List

Nothing to Lose
Tr 978-0-06-051750-2 • $16.99 ($21.99)
Lb 978-0-06-051751-9 • $17.89 ($25.89)
Pb 978-0-06-051752-6 • $6.99 ($8.75)

The absorbing story of a teen who, after a year of  
running, must return home to face the truth about  
his abusive stepfather’s murder.

“A heartrending, unforgettable book.”  
	                      —School Library Journal

• ALA Best Book for Young Adults

• ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 

• New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age 

• Texas Library Association Tayshas High School Reading List

www.harperteen.com

To order, contact your local bookseller or distributor.
Prices subject to change without notice.

Guide created 9/07

For exclusive information on your favorite  
authors and artists, visit www.authortracker.com.

Breaking Point  
Pb 978-0-06-44731-2• $6.99 ($8.75)
An electrifying novel about how a good  
kid goes “bad.”

“Gripping.” —Bulletin of the Center  
	                 for Children’s Books

• �ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Young  
Adult Readers

• �New York Public Library Books for  
the Teen Age

Fade to Black
Tr 978-0-06-056839-9 • $16.99 ($21.50)
Lb 978-0-06-056841-2 • $17.89 ($23.89)
Pb 978-0-06-056842-9 • $7.99 ($8.99)

Three people, three perspectives— one truth.
Who will tell it? This powerful novel about 
the dark side of teenage life explores hate 
crimes and prejudice.

“A worthy and thought-provoking 
novel.”—KLIATT

• �Texas Library Association Tayshas High 
School Reading List

Diva
Tr 978-0-06-056843-6 • $16.99 ($19.99)
Lb 978-0-06-056845-0 • $17.89 ($20.89)
Pb 978-0-06-056846-7 • $7.99 ($9.99)

In this companion to Breathing Underwater, 
Caitlin, a talented singer, strives to let go of her 
past and shape her future.

“Realistic and thoughtful.” —Kirkus Reviews

 

NEW in  
paperback
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Extension Activities for Your Book Group

Describe Linda and Adrian’s relationship. How 
do these two characters change throughout the 
novel? To what extent are these changes because of  
one another? Would they have had a relationship if 
Adrian had not been turned into a beast?

Why does Adrian allow Linda to leave, and why 
does he make no attempt to contact her when he 
returns to Brooklyn in the spring?

In the end, Linda mourns the loss of the beast 
Adrian, because she says she fears he might find 
someone else. Do you think this is the only reason?  
Would you have preferred for Adrian to remain a 
beast? Why or why not? 

Why do you think the author chose to retell the story 
of the beast in this way? In what ways is Beastly  
different than more traditional tellings of “Beauty 
and the Beast”? How has the contemporary setting 
changed the story?
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About the Book
Kyle is the most popular guy at school. He’s also the 
meanest and most self-absorbed. When his beastly 
behavior goes a step too far, a goth classmate (who’s 
actually a witch) literally turns him into what he is at heart 
—a beast. 

Now, in order to return to his handsome self, Kyle must 
find someone who can see past his horrific appearance 
and find some good in him. But the spell can only be 
lifted if Kyle loves in return. Can he find true love in just 
two years, or will he remain a beast forever?

How does the subject matter of the book, vanity and 
pride, apply to teens today? What factors in today’s 
society do you think might make teens more vain than in 
previous generations?

At the beginning of the novel, Kyle seems to have it 
all—looks, popularity, wealth, happiness. Is this a true 
picture of Kyle’s life?  Think of people you have known 
who seem to have it all. Is this usually a true picture? 

Why does Kendra choose to turn Kyle into a beast?  
Is it revenge or something else? Does she accomplish 
her goal? 

Kyle does not even attempt to see his former friends after 
he is turned into a beast. Why? From the earliest age, 
children in our society are taught to be compassionate 
to those who are different. Do you think these teachings 
actually have any effect? Why, or why not? 

Why does Will choose to plant a rose garden for Kyle, 
and how does having the rose garden affect Kyle and his 
relationships with others? 

Kyle and Linda both have difficult relationships with their 
fathers, but both react to them in different ways. Why are 
they so different? How do you think these relationships 
with their parents influenced who they are? Do you think 
Kyle relationship with his father will ever improve?
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Discussion Prompts

About the Author

Alex Flinn loves fairy tales and made her two daughters 
sit through several dozen versions of “Beauty and the 
Beast” while she wrote this book . . . then quizzed them 
on how they thought a beast would meet girls in New 
York City. She is the author of five previous books, includ-
ing Breathing Underwater, an ALA Top 10 Best Book 
for Young Adults; Breaking Point, an ALA Quick Pick for 
Reluctant Young Adult Readers; Nothing to Lose, an ALA 
Best Book for Young Adults; Fade to Black, a Texas Library 
Association Tayshas High School Reading List title; and 
Diva. She lives in Miami, Florida.

Extension Activities
As a group, read several other versions of the “Beauty 
and the Beast” story or watch the Jean Cocteau or 
Disney movie versions of the story. What do these 
various tellings have in common? In what ways are 
they different?

Research the various types of roses mentioned in the 
book. Which are your favorites? Create a layout for a 
rose garden like Kyle’s.

Make posters for a movie version of Beastly. What 
actors would you cast in the roles of Kyle and Linda? 
What elements of the story would you focus upon in 
the poster?

What other traditional tales would you like to see 
modernized? Write a one-to two-page short story 
based upon one of these tales. It can include one  
of the characters who appeared in the “chat room” 
sections of Beastly.
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